
 
 

ALL SAINTS CE PRIMARY SCHOOL & NURSERY 

 

Religious Education Policy 

 

All Saints Primary School & Nursery promotes safeguarding and welfare of all students 

in its care: all policies support the Safeguarding Policy, are fully consistent with the 

“Every Child Matters” agenda, and fully support the principles of equal opportunities 

for all. 

 
Introduction. 
 
The Importance of Religious Education. 
Religious Education in All Saints Primary School allows for the development of 

Christian values throughout the ethos of the school and the teaching links between 

home, school and the local community.  This encourages attitudes of mutual care, 

respect and responsibility.  It has a cross-curricular dimension, which can be fostered 

in educational endeavour. 

 

Religious Education enables children to investigate and reflect on some of the most 

fundamental questions asked by people.  At All Saints, we develop children’s knowledge 

and understanding of the major world faiths and we address the fundamental 

questions in life.  We enable children to develop a sound knowledge; not only of 

Christianity but of other world religions.  We help the children learn from Religions as 

well as about Religions. 

 

Religious Education includes the sixth strand of Every Child Matters; be Spiritual. 

We have adopted the following statement from Lichfield Diocese. 

This is our desire for every child, who matters in every way as being precious in the 

sight of God and who is growing up in a school which models true humanity and is ‘full 

of faith’ by being in a place of security, where forgiveness, integrity, individual worth 

and hope are essential cornerstones.  We want every child to value: awe, wonder and 

fascination, humility, concern for truth, possibility, rationality, responsibility and be 

included regardless of gender, ethnicity or ability. 

 



This policy sets out the commitment of All Saints Primary School in the implementation 

of Religious Education.  We follow the requirements of the Staffordshire Agreed 

syllabus but also supplementing them with advice issued by the Diocese or materials 

appropriate to a Church of England Controlled School. 

 

 

 

What does the law require? 
The Education Reform Act (1988) places Religious Education as part of the basic 

curriculum; a statutory subject which is an entitlement of all pupils. 

The school bases its Religious Education provision on the Staffordshire Agreed 

Syllabus.   

In addition as a church controlled school, All Saints Primary School uses the Lichfield 

diocese Religious Education handbook to offer the extra dimension of its church 

foundation.  The school recognises the right of withdrawal of teachers.  It also 

recognises the right of withdrawal of pupils at the request of the parents. 

The spiritual has been one of the areas of experience long since identified in 

curriculum development, alongside the moral, the aesthetic, the linguistic, the 

mathematical, the technological and the physical.  It is a cross curricular dimension 

which can be fostered in educational endeavour through aspects such as creativity, 

relationships, emotions, self-knowledge, meaning and purpose, transcendence, awe, 

mystery, wonder and beliefs. 

 

Aims and Objectives. 

Religious Education helps to develop successful learners by asking life’s largest 

questions and presenting interesting, important conceptual challenges to pupils.  

Learning about religion and learning from religion has the capacity to motivate and 

empower pupils, enabling them to enjoy and value learning.   

By investigating beliefs and teachings, explaining practices, reflecting on questions of 

truth, analysing ideas and evaluating answers, pupils can enhance their skills and 

confidence as learners.   

 

RE helps to create confident individuals by promoting self-awareness as pupils 

articulate questions and explore responsibility.  RE provides a forum for young people 

to voice their questions about identity and meaning, contributing to their personal 

development.  They are encouraged to develop their ideas and express them 

appropriately.  Evaluating practices, ways of life and values empowers pupils to make 

informed choices.  They learn to take increasing responsibility for their attitudes and 

actions.   

 



RE helps prepare pupils to become responsible citizens by raising issues of local, 

national and global concern and placing them in spiritual and moral contexts.  By 

understanding the beliefs and practices of religions and world views, pupils can make 

connections between belief and action.   

By evaluating ethical issues and expressing views using reasoned arguments, pupils can 

enhance their capacity and desire to make a positive contribution to debates and 

decisions in society. 

 
Spiritual, Moral, Social and Cultural Development. 
Through teaching RE in our school, we provide opportunities for spiritual development.  

Children consider and respond to questions concerning the meaning and purpose of life.  

We help them to recognise the difference between right and wrong, through the study 

of moral and ethical questions.  We enhance their social development by helping them 

to build a sense of identity in a multicultural society.  Children explore issues of 

religious faith and values and in doing so they develop their knowledge and 

understanding of the cultural context of their own lives. 

 

Key Skills. 
At all Key Stages, pupils learn, practice, combine, develop and refine a wide range of 

skills in their work across the National Curriculum.  Some skills are universal, for 

example the skills of communication, improving own learning, creative thinking and 

performance.  These skills are embedded in the subjects of the National Curriculum 

and are essential to effective learning. 

Opportunities for teaching and learning all these skills across the Key Stages are 

identified when planning.  Pupils can be encouraged to reflect on what and on how they 

learn and how these skills can be applied to different subjects, different problems and 

real–life situations. 

 

Progression in Religious Education. 

At All Saints Primary School we plan our RE curriculum in accordance with 

Staffordshire Agreed Syllabus.  We ensure that the topics studied in RE build upon 

prior learning.  We offer opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their 

skills and knowledge in each unit and we ensure that the planned progression built into 

the scheme of work offers the children an increasing challenge as they move through 

the school. 

In the Foundation Stage, RE is an integral part of the topic work covered over the 2 

year period.  We relate the Religious Educations aspects of the children’s work to the 

objectives set out in one of the six areas of learning, entitled, ‘Personal, Social and 

Emotional Development’. 

 



 

Equal Opportunities. 

We believe that it is important for all children to experience a rich and varied RE 

Curriculum.  We will use opportunities within RE to challenge stereotypes.  We 

recognise the fact that all classes in our school have children of widely differing 

abilities and that the children have different experiences of religion.  We provide 

suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to 

the ability of the child (this is reflected in the short term planning).  The wide range 

of activities offered also needs to address all learning styles.  

 
Special Educational Needs. 
At our school we teach to all children, regardless of their ability.  RE forms part of 

the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and balanced education to all children.  

Through our RE teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to 

make progress.  We do this by setting suitable learning challenges and responding to 

each child’s different needs. 

 

Role of the Co-ordinator. 

 lead the development of RE in the school 

 provide guidance to individual members of staff 

 keep up to date with local, diocesan and national developments in RE and 

disseminate relevant information 

 review the position and use of RE resources and regularly update staff on new 

resources, ideas and materials 

 review and monitor success and progress of the planned units of work 

 be responsible for the organisation and maintenance of RE resources 

 

Planning for teaching and learning. 

The majority of our teaching is based around Christianity.  Consideration is given in 

long and medium term planning to the study of Islam and Judaism in Key Stage 1 and 

Key Stage 2.   

The agreed programme of work will ensure continuity, progression and differentiation.   

 

Assessment for learning. 
We assess the development of children’s understanding about religion and their own 

personal response to it.   

Sufficient evidence of pupils’ achievements is recorded to allow for an overall level to 

be assigned to each pupil at the end of each year. 

On transfer from one key stage to another, teachers are able to provide the following 

information:- 



 A long term plan identifying how the programme of study has been delivered 

during the key stage. 

 An evaluation and assessment of the child’s progress. 

The school assessment policy will guide our approach to determining progress and 

devising further challenges for the school, class groups and individuals. 

Teacher assessments are made against the Statements of Attainment for each Key 

Stage as contained in the agreed syllabus. 

End of unit assessments are made based on the outcome of work covered to 

establish the level each child has attained.  Appropriate level descriptors are 

available to each child and listed within their RE book.   

 

Church and school links. 
At All Saints Primary School we offer pupils a full and positive presentation of the 

Christian faith through numerous links with the Church.   

These include:- 

 A bi-weekly whole school worship led by the vicar, if available. 

 Links with the Kerygma bus Ministry who provide worship times 

 Visits to the church for special services throughout the year (Harvest, 

Christingle, Christmas, Easter). 

 The church is used as a focal point to support curricular work. 

 Links are established between the school and the church/local community during 

important events in the Ecclesiastical calendar. 
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