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Rationale for RE at All Saints CE Primary School 
 
All Saints CE Primary School and Nursery is committed to a clear and sensitive 
programme of Religious Education (RE).  

 
RE plays an important role in defining the school’s distinctive Christian character. The 
subject is regarded as a core subject within the school’s curriculum. It has a vital role in 
developing and deepening pupils understanding of Christianity, in all its forms, and 
fostering appreciation and understanding of other faith traditions.  

As the Church of England document, ‘Making a difference? A review of Religious 
Education in Church of England schools 2014’ recommends that the RE curriculum in 
all schools should,  

“.......ensure it provides a more coherent, progressive and challenging approach to the 
teaching of Christianity within the context of the wider exploration of the diversity of 
religion and belief in the modern world”  

“......explore ways of extending pupils’ ability to think theologically and engage in 
theological enquiry as part of their learning in RE”  

 

RE Statement of Entitlement 
RE teaching at this school will be in line with the recommendations of the Statement of 
Entitlement for Church Schools, published by the Church of England Education Office 

(June 2016), see link below: 

https://www.churchofengland.org/media/1384868/re_statement_of_entitlement_2016.pd
f  

Christianity will, therefore, be no less than two thirds of RE curriculum time. The 
teaching of Christianity is core to the teaching of RE in this Church of England school. 
However, as a Church school we have a duty to foster an accurate and increasing 
understanding of world religions and worldviews. As a result, pupils will gain greater 
insight into the world in which they are growing up. They will also learn to appreciate the 
faith of others and develop a deeper understanding of their own ideas and beliefs. 
These outcomes must contribute to harmonious relationships within and between 
communities, promoting social inclusion and combating prejudice and discrimination.  

 

 



The RE curriculum 

RE teaching also follows the legal requirements of the Education Reform Act (1988), 
which places RE as part of the basic curriculum; a statutory subject which is an 
entitlement for all pupils. The school bases its RE provision on the Lichfield Locally 
Agreed Syllabus. In addition, the school uses the Lichfield Diocesan RE Guidelines, 
Understanding Christianity resources and other appropriate materials to enhance 
teaching and learning. 

At least 5% of curriculum time will be dedicated to meeting explicitly RE objectives, 
although the subject may be taught across the curriculum when appropriate. Within this 
teaching allocation at least two thirds of subject content will be allocated to an 
exploration of the Christian faith, and the concepts, beliefs, teachings and practices that 
lie at its heart.  

 
Intent 

 

•  To enable pupils to know about and understand Christianity as a living faith that 
influences the lives of people worldwide and as the religion that has most shaped British 
culture and heritage.  

•  To enable pupils to know and understand about other major world religions and 
worldviews, their impact on society, culture and the wider world, enabling pupils to 
express ideas and insights.  

•  To enable pupils to develop knowledge and skills in making sense of religious texts 
and teachings and understanding their impact on the lives of believers.  

•  To develop pupils’ abilities to connect, critically reflect upon, evaluate and apply their 
learning to their own growing understanding of religion and belief, of themselves, the 
world and human experience.  

•  To develop an understanding of religious faith as the search for and expression of 
truth, and so to consider important human questions, values and concerns.  

•  To nurture understanding, respect and open-mindedness and inspire lifelong 
engagement with the study of religions and beliefs.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Principles of teaching and learning (implementation) 
 
 
Schemes of Work  
 
These units are planned in the light of the teaching context and the age and ability of 
the child. Following agreement by the governors, the school has adopted the 
Understanding Christianity scheme of work on a three-year cycle. Additional religions 
that are taught are Judaism, Islam and Hinduism. 
 

In RE pupils will be encouraged / have opportunities to:  

•  Think theologically and explore ultimate questions  

•  Give a theologically informed and thoughtful account of Christianity as a living and 
diverse faith.  

•  Develop the skills to analyse, interpret and apply the Bible text  

•  Engage in meaningful and informed dialogue with those of other faiths and none.  

•  Recognise that faith is a particular way of understanding and responding to God and 
the world  

•  Analyse and explain the varied nature and traditions of the Christian community  

•  Show an informed and respectful attitude to religions and world views in their search 
for God and meaning.  

•  Reflect sensitively on areas of shared belief and practice between different faiths  

•  Enrich and expand their understanding of truth  

•  Reflect critically and responsibly on their own spiritual, philosophical and ethical 
convictions.  

•  Express religious ideas with the appropriate language, vocabulary and terminology  

•  Be confident in expressing and nurturing their own faith journey  

 
 

Differentiation and special needs 



 
All pupils need to feel that they have something valuable to contribute. Activities are 
differentiated so that every pupil feels that he/she can achieve at a level appropriate to 
his/her ability.  

 
 

Impact 
 

The outcomes for pupils at the end of their time in our school are that they are able to:  

•  Compare and contrast the key beliefs and practices of the religions studied and show 
how they are connected to believers’ lives  

•  Describe different aspects of belonging to a religion – symbol, story, festival, belief, 
faith in action, ritual, worship  

•  Express religious beliefs and ideas with the appropriate language, vocabulary and 
terminology and describe what they mean  

•  Ask questions sensitively about the lives of believers and suggest appropriate 
answers  

•  Reflect on the decisions people make – including believers – and suggest possible 
outcomes  

•  Compare their own experience and identity with others – including believers  

•  Reflect and empathise with the big questions of life, suggesting some answers / 
insights  

•  Be confident to explore their own spirituality and search for truth  

•  Value the religious journey of faith  

•  Develop pupils' ability to interpret and appreciate religious imagery and expression  

 
 
Pupils are assessed using the unit exploration questions. They answer these before and 
at the end of a unit of work. Assessment statements are also checked off for each key 
stage (EYFS, KS1, LKS2 and UKS2) to help the teacher make a summative 
assessment judgement for the annual report for each pupil. 
 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (SMSC) 

In addition, the subject contributes to other areas of education and human experience 
and plays an important part of the wider programme of spiritual, moral, social and 
cultural (SMSC) development.  

 

Spiritual  

 

Widening pupils’ vision of themselves and their own experience, within 
the context of a growing awareness and understanding of God.  

Moral  helping each pupil develop their own informed values  

Social  
helping pupils understand some major forces shaping the values of our 
society  

Cultural  
aiding pupils in exploring aspects of their own cultural heritage, and 
developing positive attitudes towards diversity.  

Additional links will be found across the curriculum especially with personal, social, 
health and citizenship education (PSHCE) and British values. RE can also make a 
positive contribution to enhancing creativity and enjoyment and ensure the well-being of 
all pupils.  

 

 
Equal Opportunities 

 
The contribution of all children will be valued and his/her views taken into account 
regardless of background, race or gender.  

 
The Subject Leader 

RE is given equal status with other core subjects in staffing, responsibility and 
resourcing. Pupil achievement in RE should equal or be better than comparable 
subjects.  

As a church school we recognise that it should be a priority to build up staff expertise in 
RE.  

The RE subject leader is Charlotte Ashton, who is responsible for:  



•  producing a scheme of work for the school  

•  supporting colleagues in the detailed planning and delivery of RE provision  

•  ensuring Religious Education has status within the school  

•  keeping in touch with subject developments and disseminating information as 
appropriate  

•  auditing and recording current resources, supplementing resource provision when 
money is available and disseminating this information to staff  

•  undertaking personal development and subject training and ensuring provision for 
staff INSET  

•  monitoring RE provision, practice and outcomes  

•  ensuring assessment strategies are in place in line with the Agreed Syllabus  

•  creating the RE Development Plan and ensuring its regular review  

•  accountability for RE standards in the school  

•  meeting with member of the Diocesan RE advisory team when possible  

 

Right to withdrawal 

At All Saints CE Primary School and Nursery we wish to be an inclusive community but 
recognise that parents have the legal right to withdraw their children from religious 
education or collective worship on the grounds of conscience, without giving a reason. 
Parents wishing to exercise this right are asked to write to the headteacher/principal 
who will then invite the parents into school to discuss their concerns, clarify the nature 
of the RE and worship provided by the school and set out the options open to the 
parents as set out in education law. However, the right of withdrawal does not extend to 
other areas of the curriculum when, as may happen on occasion, spontaneous 
questions on religious matters are raised by pupils or there are issues related to religion 
that arise in other subjects. Where a pupil is withdrawn from RE and do not take part in 
alternative religious education they will be supervised by an appropriate member of staff 
whilst doing work set by their parents which will seek to further their knowledge and 
understanding of their parents’ beliefs and values.  

 

 
Review 

 
This policy will be reviewed in Spring 2022. 

  



 

 

 

 



Appendix 1 – Understanding Christianity unit plan



 

Appendix 2 – Class 2 unit plan 

 
Medium Term Subject Plan: RE    Autumn Term Two 2019   Teacher: C Ashton 

Enquiry: What are festivals and why do we have them? 

Curriculum Strand Teaching Points Activity Curricular Links Assessment 

To understand 

what celebrations 

and festivals are. 

• People celebrate for many different 

reasons, but most festivals are connected 

with stories. 

• A festival is a special celebration that 

remembers an event, often connected 

with religion. 

• Other festivals include Halloween, Guy 

Fawkes and Remembrance Day. 

• We are going to be exploring three 

festivals: 

1. Diwali 

2. Purim 

3. Advent 

Explore 

photos/images of 

different 

celebrations. Chn 

relate to own 

experiences. 

• SMSC – 

understanding 

of different 

cultures. 

Know that festivals 

are a kind of 

celebration, often 

linked to a religion. 

To understand the 

story that lies 

behind Diwali. 

• One Hindu story, tells the story of 

Prince Rama and his beautiful wife 

Sita.  

• Attempts to bring Rama’s half-

brother to the throne force Rama and 

Sita to leave court and live in a 

forest. Here the evil Ravana, 

disguised as a deer, steals Sita away 

to his island kingdom of Lanka. Sita 

leaves a trail of jewellery so her 

husband can follow and find her.  

• The monkey Hanuman helps, raising an 

Individual task- Re-

tell the story in own 

way. Chn to choose 

from pictures, comic 

strip, poem or a simple 

narrative. 

 

English- re-tell key 

events of a story.  

Can re-tell a key 

story from a faith.  



army of animals to create a bridge so 

Rama can cross and rescue her. After 

a battle Rama and Sita return after 

14 years to claim their rightful 

inheritance.  

To understand 

how believers 

relate to beliefs 

(Diwali). 

• At Diwali, Hindus make diva lights 

and decorate their homes. 

• Lights are put along the path to 

show the way to the door. 

• Diwali also involves making, giving 

and sharing sweets. 

• Diwali is seen as a fun time. 

Houses are cleaned to make them 

ready and families wear their best 

clothes.  

• There is the sharing of food, 

fireworks and the exchanging of 

gifts. 

Pupils will make and 

wrap Diwali sweets. 

Discuss what this 

means to believers.   

DT: Food 

technology, 

hygienic 

preparation of 

food. 

 

Science: Materials 

to wrap sweets in.  

Explain how 

believers act to 

show their faith. 

To understand 

the story behind 

a festival (Purim). 

• Purim is a Jewish celebration 

which takes place in Spring.  

• It is a very joyful celebration of 

the story of Esther in the 

Tenakh/Bible. 

• The Jewish people were saved by 

the influence of the Jewish Queen 

Esther from Haman, who was 

planning to kill all of the Jews. 

• The scroll of Esther is less sacred 

than the others because it does 

not contain the word God. 

Individual task- Re-

tell the story in own 

way. Chn to choose 

from pictures, 

comic strip, poem or 

a simple narrative. 

 

English- re-tell 

key events of a 

story. 

Can re-tell a key 

story from a faith. 



• It is read at the festival amid 

much noise and fun. 

To understand 

how believers 

relate to beliefs 

(Purim). 

• Rattles or shakers are used to 

drown out the name of Haman 

when the story is told. 

• Jews eat a celebratory meal and 

exchange gifts of food and drink, 

as well as giving gifts to the poor. 

• Bright costumes are often worn as 

characters from the story; the 

festival can feel like a carnival. 

• Hamantaschen are made and 

shared. They are meant to 

resemble the hat of the villain 

Haman. 

Chn will make 

Hamantaschen. 

DT – Food 

preparation 

 

English – reading 

and following 

instructions. 

Explain how 

believers act to 

show their faith. 

To understand 

how believers 

relate to beliefs 

(Advent). 

• Advent means coming or arriving. 

• Advent starts four Sundays 

before Christmas and is a time for 

getting ready and counting down 

to His coming and His life. 

• The church prepares for Advent 

and uses the colour purple. 

• The real meaning of Christmas is 

very important to Christians. 

• Advent wreaths are used by many 

churches and Christians to count 

down Advent. 

• The circle is God, with no start or 

finish. 

• Evergreen leaves show He is 

Y1/Y2 – Draw an 

advent wreath and 

label with what each 

element symbolises. 

Y3 – Match each 

value to an act of 

Jesus. 

English – re-tell 

key events in a 

story. 

Can re-tell a key 

story from a faith. 



everlasting. 

• Holly symbolises the crown of 

thorns and blood.  

• Each week of Advent is linked to a 

value brought by Jesus. These 

are: hope (week 1), peace (2), joy 

(3) and love (4). 

• There are four candles in the 

circle. Traditionally three are 

purple and the third is pink for 

joy. The white central one is lit 

when Jesus comes.  

To apply the 

beliefs to what 

we see in our 

lives and the 

world around us. 

• Festivals are about helping people 

to remember and celebrate 

important stories. 

• Each festival involves worship and 

thanks. 

Y1 – What are you 

grateful and 

thankful for? Draw 

a picture and label. 

Y2 – What stories 

would you like to 

remember? Are all 

festivals happy? Is 

it possible to have a 

sad festival? 

Y3 – Interview the 

class about the 

festivals studied. 

Compile a class 

graph of the most 

popular. 

 To link the stories 

behind the 

festivals studied 

with some of the 

celebrations and 

our lives. 

Evaluation: 

  



Appendix 3 –  

 
All Saints RE Curriculum Overview 

 

Year A 2019-
2020 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Worship Theme Community Hope Joy Dignity Peace  Wisdom 

EYFS / Reception 
(Class 1) 

Creation / God: 
Why is the word 
of God so 
important to 
Christians? 

Incarnation: 
Why do 
Christians 
perform nativity 
plays at 
Christmas? 

LBDE: Why are 
some stories so 
special?  

Salvation: Why 
do Christians put 
a cross in the 
Easter garden? 

LBDE: What 
happens in our 
church? 

LBDE: Why are 
people special? 
Why am I 
special? 

Years 1, 2, 3 
(Class 2) 

God: What do 
Christians 
believe God is 
like? 

LBDE: What are 
festivals and why 
do we have 
them? 

LBDE: What do 
Muslims 
believe? 

Salvation: Why 
does Easter 
matter to 
Christians? 

LBDE: How do 
Christians talk to 
God? 

LBDE: How can 
I make a 
difference to the 
world? 

Years 4, 5, 6 
(Class 3) 

Creation/Fall: 
What do 
Christians learn 
from the 
creation story? 

Incarnation / 
God: What is the 
Trinity?  

LBDE: What can 
we learn from 
the synagogue? 

LBDE: How do 
Christians 
remember 
Jesus’ Last 
Supper? 

Kingdom of 
God: What kind 
of world did 
Jesus want? 

People of God: 
What is it like to 
follow God?  

 
*Class 1 programme of study is on a 2-year rolling programme. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Year B 2020-2021 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 



Worship Theme Generosity Forgiveness Friendship Courage Compassion Respect 

EYFS / Reception 
(Class 1) 

Creation / God: 
How can we care 
for our wonderful 
world? 

Incarnation: What 
makes every 
person unique and 
precious? 

LBDE: Why are 
some stories so 
special? (explore 
different stories) 

Salvation: How 
can we help 
others when they 
need it? 

LBDE: What 
happens in our 

church? 

LBDE: Why are 
people special? 

Why am I special? 

Years 1, 2, 3 
(Class 2) 

Creation: Who 
made the world? 

Incarnation: Why 
does Christmas 
matter to 
Christians? 

LBDE: What do 
Jews believe? 

Salvation: Why 
does Easter 
matter to 
Christians? 
(Digging deeper) 

Gospel: What is 
the Good News 
that Jesus brings? 

LBDE: What is 
faith and what 
difference does it 
make? 

Years 4, 5, 6 
(Class 3) 

God: What does 
it mean if God is 
holy and loving? 
 

LBDE: How do 
people express 
their faith through 
the arts? 

LBDE: What are 
the five pillars of 
Islam? 

LBDE: How do 
Christians 
remember Jesus’ 
Last supper? 

Salvation: What 
did Jesus do to 
save human 
beings? 

LBDE: What is 
the worldwide 
church? 

Year C 2021-2022 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Worship Theme Thankfulness Trust Perseverance Justice Service Truthfulness 

EYFS / Reception 
(Class 1) 

Creation / God: 
Why is the word 
of God so 
important to 
Christians? 

Incarnation: 
Why do Christians 
perform nativity 
plays at 
Christmas? 
 

LBDE: Why are 
some stories so 
special?  

Salvation: Why 
do Christians put 
a cross in the 
Easter garden? 

LBDE: What 
happens in our 
church? 

LBDE: Why are 
people special? 
Why am I special? 

Years 1, 2, 3 
(Class 2) 

Incarnation / 
God: What is the 
Trinity? 

LBDE: What are 
festivals of light? 

LBDE: What can 
we learn from a 
mosque? 

Salvation: Why 
do Christians call 
the day Jesus 
died ‘Good 
Friday’? 

People of God: 
When Jesus left, 
what was the 
impact of the 
Pentecost? 

LBDE: Is life like a 
journey? 

Years 4, 5, 6 
(Class 3) 

Creation / Fall: 
Creation and 
science: 
conflicting or 
complimentary? 

Incarnation: Was 
Jesus the 
Messiah? 

LBDE: What does 
it mean to be a 
Jew? 

Salvation: What 
difference does 
the resurrection 
make for 
Christians? 

People of God: 
What would Jesus 
do? 

Kingdom of God: 
How can following 
God bring freedom 
and justice? 

 

 

 
 

 

Appendix 4 – Staffordshire Agreed Syllabus 



 
 


